Futures Employment: Soft Skills

7 TIPS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS SOFT SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT

Additionally, to structured soft skills training, here are some ways in which case managers
and case workers can help beneficiaries develop their soft skills:

TIP 1: COLLABORATING WITH EACH OTHER

Collaborate together, case managers and case workers, to develop and implement soft skill
development programs.
- Help identify together areas of improvement, set goals, and provide support in achieving
those goals.

TIP 2: MODELING

Act as role models and provide opportunities for learning and growth.
- For example, teachers can model soft skills in their behavior and interactions with students. A
teacher who listens attentively to a student demonstrates good communication skills, while a
teacher who collaborates with students on a project demonstrates teamwork.

TIP 3: PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE

Encourage beneficiaries to practice the soft skills they are learning in different settings and engage in
activities that promote the development of these skills, such as group projects or group discussions.
- Soft skills are not something that can be learned in a single session or class. They are
developed through practice.
- Examples:

e Developing independence by encouraging beneficiaries to take on responsibilities
and make decisions on their own, which can help develop skills like leadership and
self-management.

e Active listening can be practiced by repeating back a speaker's comment to make
sure true communication is taking place.

TIP 4: FEEDBACK AND REFLECTION

Provide constructive feedback, guidance, advice, tips and support on how to improve their soft skills.
- Feedback is critical to the learning process.
- Examples:

e Teachers can provide students with feedback on their soft skills and help them reflect
on their strengths and areas for improvement. This can help students become more
self-aware and motivated to develop their skills.

e Social workers can provide regular feedback to beneficiaries on their soft skill
development progress. This can help beneficiaries identify areas for improvement
and reinforce positive behaviors.

TIP 5: CREATING A SAFE AND POSITIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT

Soft skills can be personal and emotional, so it's important to create a safe learning environment
where students feel comfortable to express themselves.
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This includes creating a safe and supportive classroom culture that fosters collaboration,
mutual respect, open communication, active listening, creativity, and risk-taking.
Examples: Teachers can encourage open communication, active listening, and mutual
respect.

TIP 6: USE REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES

Use real-life scenarios to help students understand how to apply the soft skills they are learning.

Soft skills are best taught through practical and real-world examples.
Encourage students to share their own experiences and provide feedback on how they could
have handled situations differently.

TIP 7: REINFORCE SOFT SKILLS

Incorporate soft skills practice activities into your curriculum and lesson plans, and in the
daily activities of the students.

Engage in activities that promote the development of these skills, such as role-playing
exercises, group discussions, group projects and other interactive activities to help students
practice.

Encourage students to continue practicing them with friends and family.

Provide coaching and mentoring to beneficiaries to help them improve their soft skills. This
can be done one-on-one or in group.

Examples:

Listen attentively to beneficiaries and validate their concerns. By actively listening, case
managers and case workers can help beneficiaries develop better communication and
interpersonal skills.
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